JAPANESE BLIND GOLF OPEN 2004

It was an emotional return to Japan for me and an equally emotional first visit for Howard Leedale’s brother Mark who had agreed to guide for me on the trip.

JBGA were fantastic again and whisked Mark and I off to the spot where Howard had died as soon as we stepped off the plan from London. It was all very poignient and was arranged at the start of the trip allowing us to relax and enjoy the rest of our stay.

The timetable was hectic to say the least and after trips to the Temple City and Royal Palace in Tokyo we took the lovely route up into the mountains to our destination, the beautifully situated Chateraise Golf Resort in Nobuyama.

Our luxurious room looked out over the first fairway of what was one of the best courses I have ever encountered. Beautiful water features spilled into huge ponds which cut in and out of immaculate fairways and immaculate rough !

Mark had never guided before and we quickly got it going well on the practice day. Even the fuzziness and swaying created by the previous evenings Saki and beer marathon were quickly dispelled and we played some good golf.

The championship day was sweltering with a bit more of a breeze than the clammy, still practice day. Nerves got to both Mark and I at the start and I had to sink a decent length of putt for a seven on the first hole. A six followed this and we didn’t know whether to laugh or cry. So we cried !! I got it together pretty well after that and  apart from a second shot out of bounds at the 17th I played very steadily. When I counted my score I didn’t think for a minute that it was good enough to win and that, in fact, my playing partner from Japan would be in second place four shots behind. Nobody knows the result until they read the result out at the championship dinner and Mark and I were thrilled and amazed when they read out our names as the winners. With Johnny Miller in third place it was great for SBGS to have two players up on the stage receiving trophies. 

The championship dinner was an event in itself. I won a prize for wearing my kilt, Darren Healey fell asleep during the speeches and started snoring …. loud, Players from all over the world were having arm waving conversations and making themselves understood in all sorts of different ways. The atmosphere was great and the whole evening was finished off by the inaugural International Blind Sumo Championships sponsored by Asahi Beer. Scotland was represented by Ian Horne who was giving away at least five stone to the other guys and about ten stone to Mike Baker from the States.  Stripped of all but the most subtly placed tea towels these megaliths of the blind golf world stamped, postured and shouted. The crowd went mad as eventually Mike Baker took on and beat the other three competitors at the same time. He was crowned champion and well earned it was !

For those of you that have not been to Japan. If ypou get the chance then go ! It is the most welcoming, hospitable country I have ever been to and I certainly am looking forward to rturning as soon as possible.

Results :

B1
1.
Hiroko Fujino (Jpn)
Gross 118
Net 86


2.
Michio Yoshii  (Jpn)

 147
      99


3.
Yasue Utsugi  (Jpn)

 143
      101

B3
1.
Iain Prime
   (Sco)

  88
       75


2.
Mitsuo Kawamura (Jpn)

  109
       79



3.
John Miller 
   (Sco)

  112
       88

